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MUNDARING WEIR TREATMENT PLANT 

Grievance 
MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range) [9.56 am]: My grievance this morning to the Minister for Water is about 
the location of the Mundaring Weir treatment plant.  

This issue has been going on for a number of years, so I will provide a bit of background. A treatment plant is 
needed to improve the water in the Goldfields and the articulated water scheme in Perth. The plant will be 
located somewhere between Mundaring Weir and Tank Hill in Sawyers Valley. A proposal was put forward 
11 years ago for 19 possible sites for the treatment plant. In 2002, the Water Corporation decided that it would 
build the treatment plant near Tank Hill in Sawyers Valley. There was a lot of community angst about locating 
that plant in Sawyers Valley, so a process started in 2005 to relook at the 19 possible locations. My constituents 
in the Mundaring Weir area have been looking at the process of where we will go with the treatment plant and 
they are concerned about where that site will be. A committee was formed to go through the criteria to look at all 
the sites in that process from 2005. The minister is very much aware that a brand-new Department of 
Environment and Conservation office has been built at the Mundaring Weir forestry settlement site just north of 
where the treatment plant will be. I had a tour of it the other month and it is a fantastic facility. DEC will have a 
new head office and command centre for its works in the hills. However, the treatment plant is to be built at 
Mundaring Weir on the original forestry settlement from the 1950s and 1960s.  

My constituents noted that in the process of trying to find a suitable site for the plant, one site identified was the 
Firewood Road site, which is between Tank Hill in Sawyers Valley and Mundaring Weir. They would prefer the 
plant be built at Firewood Road, mainly because of its location and its potential for growth. The problem with 
the current proposed site for the plant is that although we can build storage for somewhere in the vicinity of, I 
think, 240 megalitres of water a day, which will be enough supply for the next for 40 years, there is no room for 
growth in 40 years’ time.  

The community as a whole is wondering whether the Firewood Road site has been looked at properly. It seems 
to think that the Firewood Road site was pushed out earlier in the criteria process for the wrong reasons—maybe 
wrong or right reasons—before the DEC site was selected.  

Other issues with the DEC site have also been raised. The DEC site is on the side of a hill and a lot of retaining 
walls will need to be put in. The DEC site has quite expensive site costs compared with the Firewood Road site, 
which is relatively clear and flat. To connect into the water treatment plant at the DEC site, the Water 
Corporation will have to connect into a water pipe that runs from the Mundaring Weir up to the Kalgoorlie 
pipeline. Pipes will have to be run through Fred Jacoby Forest Park, which is across the road from the new 
treatment plant, and that habitat will be upset in the process. I wonder whether the minister could possibly update 
me on where we are in the process with the Mundaring Weir treatment plant and how the DEC site was chosen 
through the selection process.  

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [10.00 am]: I thank the member for Darling Range 
for raising this issue and providing some notice of the grievance. This issue and the decision concerning the 
location of the Mundaring water treatment plant goes back to before I even contemplated becoming a member of 
Parliament. I have some notes to explain the process that was gone through to select the site. I think that is the 
issue of concern to some residents. I suggest that it is a concern to only some and not all of the member’s 
constituents.  

Apparently, the Water Corporation commenced a process to identify a site for this very critical water 
infrastructure project more than 12 years ago. As the member mentioned, the first site was identified in 1999 and 
withdrawn in 2003. That site was the Sawyers Valley hill site to which many Mundaring residents were opposed. 
In 2003, that site was withdrawn and extensive community consultation took place. I am sure that a precedent for 
that level of consultation has not been set in many other projects. An incredible amount of consultation took 
place, which I will now go through. From 2006 to 2008, the Water Corporation conducted a comprehensive site 
selection process. In early 2006, the corporation sought expressions of interest from people within the 
community and stakeholders groups to be part of a representative consultative forum. More than 200 community 
members, representing a range of local community groups, signed up to participate.  

A series of 11 community forums were held and run by an independent facilitator. At these forums, site options 
for the water treatment plant were examined in detail for economic, social and environmental impacts. In 
addition to these community forums, the Water Corporation conducted community tours of the sites under 
consideration and tours of existing water treatment plants operating in the metropolitan area that were a similar 
size to the proposed facility. At the start of the consultative process, around 20 site options were considered. 
Over the course of the forums, many of those sites were eliminated from consideration for a range of reasons 
including being on private land. This process reduced the list of site options under consideration to 12.  
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Eventually, following extensive further community consultation, four sites were detailed for an assessment 
against multiple criteria. Community sentiment at the time indicated a clear preference for further analysis of the 
following four sites: the Water Corporation reserve below Mundaring Weir; the pine plantation site next to the 
airstrip; the Department of Environment and Conservation site; and a site off Firewood Road known as the 
O’Connor site. Members of the community and key stakeholders were also involved in the selection of the 
11 assessment criteria and the determination of the weighting of those criteria. The criteria included biodiversity, 
embedded energy, waterways and water cycles, potential for land degradation, hazardous chemical risks, 
community amenity, tourism and recreation values, Indigenous heritage, European heritage, site flexibility and 
operability, and cost. That is a massive number of criteria.  

After evaluating against these criteria, the Department of Environment and Conservation depot site was 
announced as the preferred location for the Mundaring water treatment plant in February 2008. Key advantages 
of the Department of Environment and Conservation site over other sites in the detailed analysis were that the 
site was already disturbed; it required only a small area of clearing of state forest relative to other sites; the 
proximity to existing water infrastructure; and the water treatment plant could be located within the existing land 
boundary. The voting by community members also indicated that the Department of Environment and 
Conservation site was preferred over the Firewood Road site.  

It is important to note that the Water Corporation has obtained all the required approvals. These include state 
environmental and planning approval, federal environmental approval and local council approval, which was 
provided earlier this year. In addition to these approvals, the Heritage Council of Western Australia has 
shown full support for the Water Corporation’s efforts in managing the significant heritage of the Mundaring 
Weir area, including works associated with the Portagabra site.  

The water treatment project is also contributing to improved visitor amenities and recreation and tourism values 
in the precinct. The improvements include the development of an interpretation precinct, general upgrade of 
public facilities and interpretation of the European heritage of the Mundaring Weir precinct with archival 
recordings. In addition, a new district DEC office is being constructed to house district staff, including key 
firefighting resources for Perth hills communities.  

I am confident that the corporation and Helena Water can manage the project within the parameters to 
successfully deliver the new Mundaring water treatment plant. The Water Corporation continues to work with 
key local stakeholders—including community groups, regulators, and the Shire of Mundaring—to ensure that the 
water treatment plant has minimal impact on the environment and the community. This vital infrastructure worth 
$300 million will provide major benefits to over 100 000 people between Mundaring and Kalgoorlie.  

I have received a number of letters from constituents in the member for Eyre’s electorate. I have gone through 
some of the correspondence on the files to get my head around how the selection was done. In my view, as a 
former Main Roads engineer, this is probably one of the most consultative projects ever undertaken. I suggest 
that there are always some members of the community who will not agree, but the issue has gone through a 
massive amount of consultation. I think the majority of people will be happy with the selection. I quote the press 
release that was put out by the Water Corporation in February 2008, well before my time in Parliament — 

“There is broad community and stakeholder support for the DEC depot site, but it was by no means a 
unanimous choice.  

I make that point. The press release continues — 

However, a decision needed to be made and analysis of the various sites and of the consultation 
findings indicate that the site chosen is highly satisfactory.  

That is the reason. I thank the member for raising this issue.  
 


